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19 April 1969

~ Mr, Eugene L, Bui

Diractor, Juvenile Department
Clatsop County, Courthouse
Astoria, Oregon 97103

Dear Sir: | ;'_@

Your letter of 8 May 1969 relative to Father
Maurice Grammond has been raceived, His Excellency,
Arcubishop Dwyer, has written a letter to Father
Grammond cautioning him with rugard to his obvious
indiscretions and intexrference particularly with the
Juvenile Department of the Public Welfare Commission
of Clatsop County. If there is any recurrence in the
future, we would ask that you kindly let us know.

We regret deeply that it has been necassary for you to
call this matter to our attentionm.

Very sincerely yours,

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edmund G. Van der Zanden
Chancellor

ob

ce: Rev. Maurice Grammond
Our Lady of Victory Church
120 Ocean Way
Seaside, Oregon 97138
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LJATSOP COUNTY

Courthouse . . . . Astoria, Oregon 97103
May 8, 1969

The Right Reverend

Monsignor Edmund Vanderzanden
Catholic Chancery

2838 E. Burnside

Portland, Oregon 97207

REDACTED

Dear Monsignor:

As you will recall, you recently received a letter and a phone call
from Judge Thomas E. Edison of the Clatsop County Juvenile Court regarding
Father Maurice Grammond, pastor of the parish, Seaside, Oregon and his
involvement with the @i, family who reside in Seaside.

Following Judge Edison's phone conversation to you, Father Grammond
for a short period of time did not interfere with the Court and our local
Welfare Agency case planning for the family. We recently feel that it has
come to the point that you should be notified of the circumstances. After
one of the youngsters, 12 year old Sewsemtpimes 6 who Father Grammond had been
quite concerned about was removed from the home and sent to live with a
relative out of our area, the. second youngster of the family Dﬁoe,
age 10, captured Father Grammond's interest. At this time the youngsters
were under the supervision of our Welfare Commission and their father was
out of the area and not living in the home. Father Grammond began calling
this agency concerned with the fact that this 10 year old youngster did not
want to return to his home. Upon receiving these calls I immediately
notified the case worker at the Welfare Commission for further investigation
of Father Grammond's complaints. In the meantime Father Grammond took the
boy into his home with the mother's permission and kept him there. After
it became known to the Welfare officials that this was going on and they
could not approve placement in Father Grammond's home, he notified an uncle
of the boy in the Portland area as a foster home resource who we learned was
interested in wwwsmial. Upon contacting the uncle, he advised that he would
be unable to take the boy but it was Father Grammond's suggestion that the
uncle ask for custody of the boy and then he could place the boy with Father
Grammond. Our Welfare Commission felt it could not be done. In the course
of events the Welfare located a foster home in the Astoria Area. The home
was licensed and met all the State standards and we learned that the foster
parents were relatives of Father Wilford Wyffels of the Astoria parish.

Because of his concern, Father Grammond was assured that he would be
given regular reports regarding the adjustments of the boy in the foster
home, which I might add at this time, we attempted to do with Father Grammond
concerning thé whole family situation. Our Welfare Commission planned to
arrange a visitation schedule at the foster home and they wexe most willing
to welcome Father Grammond in the foster home. He was advised of a visitation

and dinner engagement at the foster home put during school about three weeks
ago prior to the visitation, without the consent of the foster parents or
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the Welfare Commission, he contacted PBesswid at the Star of the Sea School.

He felt immediately that the boy was not happy in the foster home setting.
He began making numerous calls to the agencies demanding that something be
done. 1In the meantime it was told to me that he was asked by school
officials at Star of the Sea to not communlcate with Jmmmlmp at school.
After he was given these 1nstruct10ns,th15 continued to the point that he
involved and brought to the school a female parishioner of his parish,

who he felt would be a suitable foster home for <>@wwwmild by asking her to
go to the Star of the Sea. School and check on LeEEE.

We conferred with him concerning this and told him we would make
every effort to see that any physical or medical examination that was
deemed necessary was conducted. He no sooner left the conference that we
received a phone '¢all from our American Red Cross Representative that he
. had beein ‘there: and it was'at thls p01nt that the Court felt that further

action was_ necessary. o EDETN

Tﬁéhbéééﬁérﬂérqiﬁ‘this case has indicated to me that DeESEgFs
adjustment is_ satisfactory in both the foster home and at school. This
agency has been willing and is still willing to work with any member of
the clergy in any case to the best of our ablllty and availability of
resources. I have been ASsured on numerous occasions by Father Grammond
that he just: wants ‘the problems of the @mwimse family "off his back". Each
conference. that“we have. held by phone or in person, he has left me with
the impression that. he was pleased with the results he was getting from
the Couxt. It is my understandlng that the staff at Star of the Sea and
Father Wyffels do.not feel Father Grammond's attentlon in this case is

beneficial to Dsnuiigﬂiise.

Slnce~thls~agency has observed Father Giammond and worked with him

concerning Memwisim@migec's older brother, I have come to the conclusion that

his involvement has made it difficult for him to objectively deal with the
family and has come to the point that he has exhausted the patience of the

agencies concerned.

We hope that you will xeview this matter nd take actigm

Ves truly ??urs, ;
Eugene L 1i, Director

Juvenile D \e artment

ELB:ap

REDACTED
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,Aréhbishop Robert J. Dwyer
2838 E. Burnside Street
Portland, Oregon 97214

REDACTED
Archbishop Dwyer

This letter pertains to the preveious letter you have received from the
‘Judge of the Circuit Court and Juvenile Department of Clatsop County,
pertaining to the Rev. Father Grammond of SeaSide. enterfering in my &
my famileys welbeing. On Feb. 6, 1969, the above Judge & of the Circuit
Court of Clatsop County ordered that (1) said children are hereby de-
clared wards of the court (2) and said children remain in the home of
their mother (3) and said children be placed under the protective care,
custody and controle of the Clatsop County Public Welfare Commission.
Now on April 10, 1969, Father Grammond wanted a hearing that was at-
tended by a Miss McCall of the Welfare Dept. My wife Meesesmiiemsnhe
MypmGesdow=tee., & Father Grammond and outher interested parties. It was
said that the home was unfit and one of the children DUFEmmissce didn't
want to stay home. This comming after Father Grammond had kept “Supmashde
in his house overnight for a period of time and also on the night of
April 7th or 8th, Father Grammond kept lwweisd after his mother told him
not to go and also to not influence 4emmmis against his mother and father.
He took Pesmmisd and kept him anyway and called for the hearing that was
‘held on the 10th. So (1) Father Grammond has interfered with a direct
court order (2) he has caused extensive mental anguish to Mrs. Gumsses.

(3) has exercised undue influence on my children and (4) has caused me
to be publicly and privately abused by his acusations and actions (5)
conducted hlmself in my opion wholey unbecoming a preist.

I am still hospitalized in St. Vincent - since Feb. the first so have
no outher way but to request a date as early as possible for an appoint-
ment with you - also please be advised that I am going to have to take
some kind of legal action against Father Grammond for defamation of my
home - and any outher legal action my lawyer demes nessary to rectify
his accusation against me personialy both in public and private - the
statements of Father Grammond have been found to be not true and was so
told as per the courts and welfares investagations. I do expect to
leave the hospital in no more than a week so after your investigation

or whatever you deem nessary . I do want to meet with you or your re-
presentvive to put a stop to ‘this because (1) to protect my outher child-
ren we mite be forced to move from our home - causing us a hardship -
under the conditions. (2) to accomplish a satisfactory solotion with
out resorting to legal means to do so - you may call the following per-
sons to verify my urgent feeling in this matter -

Miss McCall of the Welfare Commission; Office: 325-2021; Home: 738-6841

and she will gladly give you the names and numbers of all the outher
parties envolved - Thanking you in advance for your prompt action -

Yours Truly under God,

/8] “Ee—————

P.S. My address is now of course, St. Vincent Hospital, Room 330 North
Bed 3, 2447 N.W. Westover Rd., Portland, Oregon 97210

My home address is: Rt ST e, ,W, Oregon
e

i i loor
1f you desire to phone me [ can be reached by calling the third flo
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north and asking to speak to me before I am discharged.
Again thank you for your prompt attention.

/s/ Mr. Reesisiniisewiec

REDACTED
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CLATSOP COUNTY PUBLIC WELFARE COMMISSION
P. O. Bor 88
ASTORIA. OREGON 97103

May 9, 1969

The Right Reverend

Monsignor Edmund Vanderzanden
Catholic Chancery

2838 BE. Burnside

Portland, Oregon 97207

Dear Monsignor:

Mr. Eugene Bui, Juvenile Director, has asked that I write to you regarding
Father Maurice Grammond, the nar:.sh priest in Seaside, Oxegonz.

¥ather Grammond has become extremely emotionally invelved with the above named
family, in particular a nine year old boy o In late March, I learned
from: ¢+ that was residing at the rectory with Pather Grammond

As a result, I wrote to Father Grammond exvplaining that the Claisop County
Public Welfare Commission had custody of the Grice children and were therefore
9,

*esponsible for any vplans involving these children. I asked hinm %o contact me
regzrding vlans for Donny, which he never did.

On Aoril 4, 1969, a meeting was held in the Juvenile Department. Father Grammond,
. Mxs. Moore, Children's Departiment vs’mevvis and I attended.
At this time Pather Grammond was very agitated. He was extremely crltlcal and

cendemnatory of bot - and our agency. It was decided at that time
th would bhe placed in foster care. Ve requested that Father wait a
few weeks before visiting T in the foster home and that he contact us before

he made any visitations.

was placed in a Catholic foster home and was enrolled in Star of the Sea
Catholic School. Within the first week of placement, Father went to the foster
home and also to the school without our knowledge. He then consulted an attorney
in an attempt to have dwewsike placed with him or with an uncle in Portland as
he felt ¢mpmige had "lost 211 his sparkle", I ‘then contacted Father Wyffels
of the Astoria parish who talked with Father Grammond informing him that he sa

‘W 21most every day a:*d that he felt he was very happy in school and in hlS

foster home. PFather Grammond agreed that it would be best if he did not see
ZAmmis,. He stated that he would accept Father Wyffel's werd regarding T .

However, the same night
Attorney 2t his home st
home placement.

Father Grammond contacted the Clatsop County Disirict
ting that he wanted Donnie removed from his foster

REDACTED
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Shortly after this Pather Grammond again went to the school o scc Dumemis but
was refused permission to see the child by Sister Patricia, 3»d grade teacher.
Father Grammond had received a letter from Mmmig hich stated that he was happy
in the foster home. Father felt that the letter had been dictated and that
ammmg had not actually written the letter. Sister Patricia vointed out the
‘mistakes in the letter and felt that she had convinced him that Dornmie had in
fact written the letter. '

We have heard nothing from Father Grammond for approximately a week except
that he has written two letters to aewmsbe. Ve strongly feel that Pather
Grammond has been very disruptive to the Gmsme family as a whole, and also has
caused distress for the foster parents and great confusion for Sessdse.

Because of our concern for the foster family, the G foanily and especially
e himself, we felt that you should be aware of the situation.

Very truly yours,

CLATSOP COUNTY PUBLIC WELFARE COMMISSION
Robert N. White, Administrator

%ﬂao{duz/ Z 9@

(Miss) Barbare McCall, Caseworker
Children's and Family Services

cc: Gene Bui, Juvenile Director

BMC:el

REDACTED
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19 May 1969

Miss Barbara McCall, Caseworker
‘Children's and Family Services

Clatsop County Public Welfare Commission
P.0. Box 88

Astoria, Oregon 97103

Dear Miss McCall:

Thank you for your letter of 9 May 1969 relative
to the iuvolvements of Father Maurice Grammond, Seaside,
Oregon in the case of the: .. Archbishop
Dwyer has written to Father Grammond and we sincerely
hope that there will be no further difficulty. Should
there be a recurrence of this same problem, we would
ask that you kindly inform us.

Véry sincerely yours,

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edmund G. Van der Zanden
Chancellor

ob

REDACTED
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OUR LADY OF VICTORY CHURCH

120 Ocean Way
SEASIDE, OREGON

October 20, 1972

Most Reverend Robert Dwyer, DD.,
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon
Chancery Office

2838 East Burnside

Portland, Oregon

Tour Excellency:

As 2 member of the Parish Council of this church, I am writing in my
own behalf because I have a major concern for my parish., Three weeks
ago, our pastor, Reverend Maurice Grammond abruptly announce that he
was leaving due to illness. I can attest to the fact that at that
time he was very nervous, anxious and appeared extremely exhausted
from a long summer of constant strain. In the six vears, I have
known this man, he has not taken an extended vacation of more than
two weeks duration,

During his tenure here,he has accomplished many improvements for our
church and parish, however the morale and spirit of this parish is
being affected by the absence of a regular priest, We have a large
population of elderly people who are in need of priestly visitations,
young people in need of guidance and leadership and last but ne means
least, parishioners in need of spiritual assistance which has been
lacking of late, ‘

This is not meant to critize Father Grammond. I know that he has been
under extreme stress for over a year now. I urge you to consult with
him personally and with his doctors, than judge if he is capable .
emotionally and paysically to return to his post. He has been a good
servant of his church but I feel that he is in need of an assistant,
The whole state of our parish is sagging, collection have dropped off,
parish matters need to be attended too and visiting priests just down
for weekend services just do not add the spirit to the parish.

I know that you will give us every consideration,

Cordially,,/ s/} -

REDACTED
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6 November 1972

My dear Mrs.

I have your letter concerning Father Grammond. Fe has
consulted with me, prior to leaving for a vacation trip,
and, it is our hope that he will sufficiently benefit
from the change and rest to be in shape to continue his
valuable work in the Seaside parish. In the meanwhile,

let us hope that the parish will demonstrate its Catholic
spirit and pull together.

With all good wishes, I am

Faithfully yours,

: +Robert J. Dwyer
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon

RID:D

REDACTED
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