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Very Reverend and Dear Fathaw,

After much thought [ feel that I should bring the follow-
ing matter to yoaur attentien,

Tn the course of givimg epirituel direation I have been
told that Fr., Amdrew Ronan, while ¢t Bemburb, manipulated the
reproductive organ of a young religious nntil in spite of
severdl warnings, the religious arwrived at or..o-. The person
inveolved consented to let me do what 1 found mecessary in

regards to this imformatiom,

[ wish to peint out, Father, that I'm makimg mo aoccusat-
ion but merely stating a faot., I ask yeu teo keep in mind that
the incident ocewred some saven or eight years age. There weas
no sttempt made to do the zema ¢hing s cecond tims with the
same persen and ik might mcseby G ea iesdebed Loppsuing beotter

left ignored.

Nevertheless, since I sanmet myself loek -ny further into
the matter, considering the faet that Fr. Ronaam's way of acting
has always struek me as slightly strange, and eonsidering alse
that he is working in the high-sohool, I feel that you should
be informed so that, if you deem it wise, you e&n assure the

isolation of the fact,

I regref, Pather, haviag to send you a letter like this,
God grant taat it do no harm ¢ an innecent persoa,

- Respectfully yeurs,

éL& 78 Q#,OJZ,
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OFFICE OF THU FROVINCIAL
TCABLE AMEER VT~

THE SERVITE FATHERS
OUR LADY OF SORROWS PROVINGK
St W. VAN sURENM sTRELY
CHICAGO 12. ILLINO(S

Yeqo r= Pr, Ronar.

hs my t2rm of office draws near to an ond, I am rewinded by a letter from
Fr. Loherty of Louvain, that I must put on record some sad facts about fr,
Roman. 1 removed him fram cenburb becauss he was accused by a reli glous there
of homosexuality, and admitted same to the frior who was Fr. Dantel O'Malley.
The Prior referwed the details to me and Fr. Ronan was resoved immodiately.
Faortunately his removal coincided with a trip to the U, 3, A. anyway so no
wonderment was caused. It seems from his own adwission that this fault goes
way back to his early life, and even though he overcams 1t for many years, it
1s still deeply routed within him, and comes out too {t would seen when he takes
& fow drinks. I wamked Fr. Bonan that drastic action would have to be taker if
and when it occwws again. In any event I feel tChat he should never bs given an
offifce - I am wertain he can never be trusted. Fr. Vincent Q!Shea who was socius
and Fr. Daniel O(Malley and mysslf, and now Pr. Doherty (JOHN) are all to my
knowledge who know anything specific of ’hia diffieutties.

RAANVIN €4 T <4

’ £2 (ool M @QQTA}GV/ SNAE

((rsrnewal ok %QTJNL)

Nov. 29, 1963
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oricd OF THE PROVIMCIAL
TCAELE AMECRVIT @~

THE SERVITE FATHERS
O LADY OF SORROWS PROVINCK
Bt W. YAM BURE STREET
CHICAGO 18, ILLINOS

Jan. 31, 1965

Memoranda:

Fr. Andrew M. Ronan was accused by three different priests

of homosexual activities with students of St. Philip High
School. The accusations were made during the month of Dscem-
ber, 196y, The priests are: Frg., Anselm Dennehy, Rark Dennehy,
and Brendan LaFave. All were certain of the truth of their
ac~usations, and all aprroached me independently -of each other.
On all I imposed secrecy for the good ef all concerned.

Webn I told Fr. Ronan of this, he did not dendy. He st-tei that
this has been a long term problem for him and he turned himself

in to Fr. O'Malley at Benburb years ago. When he was removed

from Benburb, he does not understend why he was assaigned to work

at a boys' hirh school in a counsellor's private office, whers
temptation would be maximized. HBe anticipated that his homoserual
activity would come to 1light eventually and asked not to be assien-

ed another high school

Fr. Ronan readily admits his tendencies, thinks he can control
them under more favorable circumstances with the helv of God,
and 1s resolved to do so, He is grateful to the men who reported

him,

In all his future assigmnments this trait must be taken into con
g2ideration.
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Receptio denunciationis in re ad peccatum pessimum,e

¢
s peggnte.

Die septima lan, 1966 sponte personaliter conparuit coram Nobis infrascri-
ptis delegatis, a ‘étante Ec.Mo ac Rev.mo Eduardo D. Heward Archiepiscopo Portl/
in Oregon necnon infrascrlpto Notario, specialiter delegato, prout ex litteris
sub eodem die huic allegatis, ; iuvenis 17 annorum natué, filius

+ et s civis 8t., F. Septmtri,, alumnus in
Scola Media sic dicta Grant High School, domicilium habens in via L7, 31l
cui detato Iureiurando de veritate dicenda, quod pragestitit tactis SS, Dei
Evengeliis, exposuit prg%i infra, videlicet: As I told The Archbishop last
week, I met Fr, Andrew Ronan of the Order Of the Scrvant of Mary,(Servite
Fathe;§ attached to the santuary of the Sorrowful Mother heee in Portland,
ah-out 3 months ago. At first ti me I went to him for counseling. Then one
night I had ﬁrouble at home wich my parents, My mother was gone and Fr,

' ._Ronan called at our house while she was gone, Apparently she had told him i
about the trouble, He said he would meet me at the corner of 53th and Sandy
N.E.. %@oint about 30 blvd from the sanctuary. I wemt there and got into his
car, I had a broken hand at the time, And he said he would get a banéhge for it
ags I had just broken that night. We stop at the pharmacy and he got the bandage.

We returned to the car and he drove me to the office building of the égénctuaryt

We went into the kichen of the office. He put the bandaée on my hand and then

he brought out soft Hrink. We spadnt about a hour = talking about thingsin

) AUL
general. Then I said that‘gas the time for to go back %% home. Then he gtarted

to ask me if I felt any pain elsewhere in my body, particularly in my groan.
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Then he said he wants to see for himself, Then he opened my trousers and looked

at my private part, Then I told Rim I must go. Then he said that he wants to
feel with his hands which he did taking my'private_part with his right hand,
He said he was doing this to be sure that I was all right, We both started to
the kichen and we got as far as the main office room, Then he said he wants to
examine me again, and I would not let him. He kind insisted but I said T had to
go. Then he drove ms home snd make a appointment to see me a week later. He
called a week later to meke sure that T would meet him in the office building,
I told m7 mother that I xmniﬁ did not want to go but she said that I should go.
I went to the monastery by mistake, Priest from the monastery called Fr, Ronan
A s e md
at the office building and Fr, came out from the manasterjﬂgown to the buid-
ing, He said he would show me around ‘the offlce build_mg. He let down corridor
to a guest room which we entered and then- -he locked the door, He sat down =t
on the couch and I sat down on separate chair, then he told me to come over to
sit beside him on the couch, As he insisted I did so, He talked about a hafif
hour in general; Then he began to make advances, He put his arm around me and
began to question me again if I had any painé{in my proan, I said "No"., He insist
ed kupon finding bfy himself, first tuuching my private part outside of my
trousers, T kept insisting that I was all right, But he said he wants to see
for himself, Then he opened my trotysers and handﬁﬁy private vart with both his
hands. Then he wantém%o put hands inside his trousers and I said I would not do
it. Then He tried to put my hands in his trousers but T said I would not do it,
Then he said: Now let see how you take pressure. Then he forced me down about
half way twice and got on top of me, He is a big man about 6.2 in hight and
quite strong, Finally he forced me into prone position and tried to mt poll my

Hotary
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trousers down, Then I resisted veryforcebly, Then He staréed to poll his

trousers down. Then I forced my way and said I had to go, Then he drove me home
after Christmas

but on the way he. asked me if T would like to spend three days in cabln some

where on the beach, I said I would have to reply that later, That night T told

my aunt about what did happen and she went out to tell Fr, Joseph Black, one nz

the Assistants in St. Rose parish, Then Fr, Black called me and I told about it.
asked

Fr, Black told the Archbishop and Archbi_shop&@..’_tgd me to come here today,
Interrogatus: Do you know or -h.ave'-',ysvuj ever heard thatgthis priest Fr,
A. Ronan ever did such thing to any other boy or man? |
Respondit: I heard He was going to go to the cabin with a boy whose
name is 6*&%&}:@&1 b(lug?zwou)
Interrogatus : what is the reputation of this priest among others?
Resp,: As far as I know 1t is very high. Especially nuns think that he

is a wonderful priest.

Interrogatus: Have you made this statement because you have any hadred

for Fr, Ronan?

him
Resp.: No. Actually T liked very much before this happened,
e trzo < MJ(LOWM il %&PW /‘

Quibus omnibus absolutis ...,e.eee0e
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Die septima ian, 1956 s-onte nersonaliter connaruit coram lohts infrascri-
otis delezatis, astante Ic.Yo ac Rev.mo Tduardo D, Haward .irchisn~iscore Portl/
in ‘rezon necnon infrascrinsto “stario, snecialiter delavato, -rou% ex litteris

3un esdrm dis hulc allaezatis, inrenis 17 anrorum natus, filius

at .y Civis 8t, ¥, Sent-tri,, alymus in
3cotia “fedia sic dicta “rant.High School, domicilium hatens in via L7, 31LL
cui Jdetato Twreiurando de veritate dicenda, quad oraestitit tactis 33, Jai

Zwvareliis, 2x203:3t orofl infra, videlicrt: s T toll The irchishon last

s

wzelk, [ wmai v, andrew ionan of Lthe Trder 7 the lervani of ary, seriite

“atrer, attoched to the santuary of the S:orrowful otrer hee in ?ortlanﬁ,
ab out 3 =wonths ago, it first 41 me I went ‘o him far coung2ling, Tren one

-
v

nizht I 2ad trouble at home wich =my narents, My nother was zone and “r,
onan called at our house while she was zone. Apvarently she nad told wim
about the troubls, He said he wculd meet me at the cornsr of 53th md Sandy
NeZ.. Annint ahout 39 blvd from the sanctuary, T wemit & ers and rot into his
car, T had a broken hand a% the tivwe, ind he said he would 2et 2 bangaze for it
had just broken that nizht., “e stoo at the vharmacy aaa heléot the bandasze,

returned to the car sud he drove me to the office building of the gcanctuary

as T
e

Wg went into the kichen of the office. He put the handage on my hand and then
he brouzht out soft Urink. #e spaint about & hour x talking about thing in

genersal, Then I said that was the time for to zo back to home, [hen he startsd

to ask ms if I felt any pain elsewhers in my body, particularly in my groan.
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Then he sald he wants to see for himself., Tnen he onened my trousers and looked
at my orivate osart, Then I told him I rust 0. Then he said that he wants to
fes]l with his hands which he did taking my -rivate nar® with ris rizht hand,

"2 osaid he vas doinr this 45 e surs that I was all rizht, 2 5t started to
the icren and wa ot 3§ far ag the nain o’fica room, Then he 3aii h8 Wants to
sxanine me azain, and T would nst lat him, e kind insisted hut T aaid I had to

70. Jhen ne drove me home and make a anpcintment to sce me a wesk later, He

called a waelk later %o meke sure that I ¥ uld me=t him in the ofice ouilding,

trar that T owsmd 44 not want o 190 but she 3aid zhat I should z0,

RN Yo the nenastery by mistaks. Priest €rom tre monasterv callsad Pr, Ronan

Lo

pas s ke

at nre orlice wuilding and “r. cave oub Trom the menasiery dowm e Efe ouid-

\
“nZe 2 3a3id he would show me arsund the ofice building, He 12t down corridor
Lo a 7u23% room which we 2ntered and shen he lecked whe door. e sai down at
on tne couch and I sat down on sesarate crair, tren he told me %o come over to
8it beside him on the couch, is he insisted T Qid so. de talked abzut a haflf
hour 1in ceneral, Then he began to -ake advances, Ye out his arm around me and
becan to question me again if I had any paint in my oroan, T said "Voi, de {insis:
ed aunon finding bry himsélf, first tauching my orivate oart outzide o Iy
trousers, I kept insisting that I was all rizht, Rut he said he wants to see
For nimself, Then he opened my trovsers and hand my orivate -art wiith bSoth his
hands. Then he wants to out hands inside his trougsers and I said I would not do
1t, Then e tried to out my hands in “is trousers out I said I would not do it.
Then he said: Now let see how you take pressure, Then he forczd me down ahout

half way twice and got on’tov of me, Je is a blg man acout 6,2 in hizat and

quite strong. Firally he forced me into srone position and tried to mxt poll my
PD-HO 0091 Motasy
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trousars down, Then I resisted veryforcehbly. Then Ye startad %5 noll his

trousers down. Then I forced my wav and 3aid T had to 70, Then "e irove me home
after T-ristmas

but on *the way he gsked me if T would like 4o s-end trr=e days in cadln sore

vnere on the beach, T said I would have tao ranly “hat later, That nizht I told

riv aunt about what did hasoen and she went out to tell r, Jose~h “lack, one

Tren “r, 3lack called me and I %told about it,
askad

Tr. ?lack nld the Archbishop and Archtishoon ¢adled me to come hare today,

the \ssistants in St, Rose oarish,

Tnterrogatus: 2o you knew or hare wou ever heard that,shisz sriest Fr,

: >snan ever did such thinz to my other boy or man?

dzsorucit: C heard Ze was :zoing to zo Lo the cahin with a by whose

interrozatus: what is the re-uta“ion o this ariest a~--nz others?

vary ~1h, Tsmec’all 2tz think that hne

T v

“280,.,1 As Tar as
is a wonder{ul orlest,

Interrozatus: Have wvou made this statewent because v-u rave any hadred

for “r, lonan?
him

Juibus smnibus ahgolutis ,..veveveee
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Vocatus personaliter comparuit coram me infrascripto Bertram F. Griffin
sistenti in Portlandensi, Archidoecesi Portlandensis in Oregon ad hunc

gctum tantum a R.P.D. Eduardo Howard specialiter delegato, prout ex Eiusdem

literis mihi directis et datis sub die 17a mense januarii anno 1966 praesenti
cositioni alligandis, fCee/ W M
7

qui/quae, delato ei iureiurando de veritate dicenda, quod praestitit

tactis Ss. Dei Evangeliis, fuit per me...

1. Do you know son of . and

11"1’:;;; le & o noeaidinl 1 ij‘““‘/(‘

2. Please give your opinion of his manner of life » his morals and the reputatlon

'§ M/)Wua W z
which he hasg, :
(Q(ﬂ) /é(” W’@ wwk(a%}fl@&mw;@mf

/ W&& PD-HO 0093

3« Do you think that he is worthy of believ? Or do you think ‘that: he is

capable of lying, of bearing false witness and even of perjuring himself?
- KNOTanY
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